A PRPOCLAMATION

TO THE WORLD
THE FIRST PRESICENCY OF THE QUORUM OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

WE, THE FIRST PRESTDENCY AND THE COUNCTL OF THE TWELVE
APOSTLES OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SATNTS,
SOLEMNLY PROCLALM THAT MARRTAGE BETWEEN A MAN AND A
WOMAN TS ORDATNED OF GOD AND THAT THE FAMILY TS CENTRAL
T0 THE CREATOR'S PLAN FOR THE ETERNAL DESTINY OF HIS CHILDREN

ALLHUMAN BEINGS-MALE AND FEMALE-ARE CREATED TN THE
IMAGE OF GOD. EACH T5 A BELOVED SPTRIT SON OR DAUGHTER OF
HEAVENLY PARENTS, AND, AS SUCH, EACH HAS A DIVINE NATURE
AND DESTINY. GENDER T5 AN ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTIC OF
INDIVIDUAL PREMORTAL, MORTAL, AND ETERNAL IDENTITY AND
PURPOSE.

N THE PREMORTAL REALM, SPTRTT SONS AND DAUGHTERS KNEW AND
WORSHTPPED GOD AS THETR ETERNAL FATHER AND ACCEPTED HIS PLAN
BY WHLCH HIS CHLLDREN COULD OBTATN A PHYSTCAL BODY AND GATN
EARTHLY EXPERLENCE TO PROGRESS TOWARD PERFECTION AND
UHMAT ELY REALLZE THEIR DIVINE DESTINY AS HELRS OF ETERNAL

FE. THE DIVINE PLAN OF HAPPINESS ENABLES FAMILY RELATLON-
SHIPS T0 BE PERPETUATED BEYOND THE GRAVE. SACRED ORDINANCES
AND COVENANTS AVATLABLE TN HOLY M ES MAKE TTPOSSIBLE
FOR INDI\/IDUALS T0 RETURN TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND FOR
FAMILLES 10 BE UNTTED £T EKNALH.

FIRST COMMANDMENT THAT GOD GAVE T0 ADAM AND EVE
PERTAINED TO THELR POTENTIAL FOR PARENTROOD AS HUSBAND AND
WEFE. WE DECLARE THAT GOD'S COMMANDMENT FOR KIS CHILDREN
T0 MULTIPLY AND REPLENTSH THE EARTH REMATNS TN FORCE. WE
FURTHER DECLARE THAT GOD HAS COMMANDED THAT THE SACRED
POWERS OF PROCREATION ARE T0 BE EMPLOYED ONLY BETWEEN MAN
AND WOMAN, LAWFULLY WEDDED AS HUSBAND AND WIFE.

WE DECLARE THE MEANS BY WHTCH MORTAL LLFE 15 CREATED T0 Bt
DIVINELY APPOTNTED. WE AFFRM THE SANCTITY OF LTFE AND OF
75 TMPORTANCE TN GOD'S ETERNAL PLAN. HUSBAND AND WITt
HAVE A SOLEMN RESPONSIBILITY TO LOVE AND CARE FOR EACH OTHER
AND FOR THELR CHILDREN' TN LOVE CHILDREN IN LOVE AND
RIGHTEQUSNESS, TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR PHYSTCAL NEEDS AND

SPIRTTUAL NEEDS, AND TO TEACH THEM TO LOVE AND SERVE ONE
ANOTHER, DBSERVE THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND Bt
LAW-ABIDING CLTIZENS WHEREVER THEY LTVE. HUSBANDS AND
WIVES-MOTHERS AND FATHERS-WILL BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE BEFORE

- ;0D FOR THE DISCHARGE OF THESE OBLIGATIONS.

THE FAMILY 75 ORDATNED OF GOD. MARRTAGE BETWEEN MAN AND
WOMAN 1§ ESSENTLAL T0 HLS ETERNAL PLAN. CHLLDREN ARE
ENTITLED TO BIRTH WITHIN THE BONDS OF MATRIMONY, AND T0 Bt
REARED BY A FATHER AND A MOTHER WHO HONOR MARTTAL VOWS
WITH COMPLETE FIDELLTY. HAPPINESS TN FAMILY LTFE TS MOST
IKE LY 10 BE ACHIEVED WHEN FOUNDED UPON THE TEACHINGS Of

HJKD] SUS CHRIST. SUCCESSFUL MARRTAGES AND FAMILLIES AR
ESMB SHED AND MAINTAINED ON PRINCIPLES OF FALTH, PRAYER,
REPENTANCE, FORGIVENESS, RESPECT, LOVE, COMPASSION, WORK,
AND WHOLESOME RECREATLONAL ACTLVITLES. BY DIVINE DESTGN,
FATHERS ARE TO PRESIDE OVER THELR FAMLLLES TN LOVE AND
RIGHTEQUSNESS AND ARE RESPONSIBLE T0 PROVIDE THE NECESSTLES
OF LTFE AND PROTECTION FOR THETR FAMILTES. MOTHERS ARE
PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE NURTURE OF THETR CHIL DREN IN
THESE SACRED RESPONSIBILITIES, FATHERS AND MOTHERS AR
OBLIGATED TO HELP ONE ANOTHER AS EQUAL PARTNERS _DI BILLTY,
DEATH, OR OTHER CLRCUMSTANCES MAYN ECESSTTATE INDIVIDUAL
ADAPTATION. EXTENDED FAMLLIES SHOULD LEND SUPPORT WHEN
NEEDED.

WEWARN THAT INDTVIDUALS WHO VIOLATE COVENANTS OF
CHASTLTY, WHO ABUSE SPOUSE OR OFFSPRING, OR WHO FALL TO
FULFILL FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES WILL ONE DAY STAND
ACCOUNTABLE BEFORE GOD. FURTHER, WE WARN THAT Th
DISINTEGRATION OF THE FAMLLY WILL BRING UPON INDIVIDUALS,
(OMMUNTTLES, AND NATIONS THE CALAMITIES FORETOLD BY
ANCIENT AND MODERN PROPHETS.

WECALL UPON RESPONSTBLE CLTIZENS AND OFFICERS OF
GOVERNMENT EVERYWHERE TO PROMOTE THOSE MEASURES DESTGNED
10 MAINTAIN AND STRENGTHEN THE FAMILY AS THE
FUNDAMENTAL UNTT OF SOCLETY.



